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Executive Summary
(January 2023 – January 2024)

51 presentations at 36 grower meetings in 7 states in 3 countries 
reaching  2,291+ direct contacts:
• 12 presentations at the NARC and Annual Stop the Rot Meeting in Savannah, GA, 

reaching 35 participants.

• 4 presentations at Joint Meeting of National Allium Research Conference and National 
Onion Association, reaching 70-110 participants.

• 21 presentations at Winter Educational Meetings in CA, CO, GA (8), NY (2), PA, OH, ID 
(2), OR, UT (2), WA and WI, reaching 1260+ participants.

• 8 presentations at Summer Field Days including trial tours in GA, NY, ID (2), NM, WA 
(2) and TX reaching 351 participants.

• 6 International Invited presentations in Australia and South Africa (5) by Lindsey du 
Toit reaching 225 participants



Lindsey du Toit 
and the 

Stop the Rotters



Lindsey du Toit and the  Stop the Rotters

2023-24 Rot Race Winter Tour:
Kennewick, WA…………………… November 15, 2023

Murray Bridge,  Australia………. November 27, 2023

San Antonio, TX…………………... November 30, 2024

Mooketsi, South Africa………….. January 27, 2024

Kimberly, South Africa…………… January 29, 2024

Ceres, South Africa………………... January 30, 2024

Oudtshroom, South Africa………... January 31, 2024

Oregon, OR………………………… February 6, 2024

Stevens Point, WI…………………. February 7, 2024

Columbus, OH…………………….. February 12, 2024



Executive Summary
(January 2023 – January 2024)

• 4 articles in international trade magazines, (3 in Onion World)
• 4 Extension newsletter articles in NY and GA

• 8,698 views of 8 Stop the Rot videos – 53% increase from 

12/20/2022

• 3 new Extension resources (Frequently Asked Questions on 

Alliumnet)

• Alliumnet.com website: 3,780 visits by 3,421 users who 
viewed 24,828 pages of content, 24% from the US (Jan 1 – Nov 
30, 2022)



Articles in Onion World



Stop the Rot Video Views (Feb 24, 2024)
8,698 views - 53% increase in views since Dec 20, 2022

• Combating bacterial diseases of onion: How do we stop the rot? 14.41 min. Lindsey du Toit. Posted 
Dec 15, 2020 – 6,586 views (up from 4,242 views 12/20/2022).
• Posted on Gartebau Profit trade magazine website in German.
• Translated into Serbian and presented at virtual grower meeting in Serbia, Jan. 18, 2020. 

• How to identify bacterial bulb rot. 4 min. Available in English and Spanish. Christy Hoepting. Posted 
Jun 22, 2020 – 1028 views (up from 746 views on 12/20/22) in English, 246 views (up from 165 views 
on 12/20/22) in Spanish.

• Combating onion bacterial diseases with pathogenomics tools and enhanced management 
strategies. 3 min. Antoinette Machado and Brandon Sandoval.  Part of virtual field day. Posted Sep 1, 
2020 – 181 views (up from 168 views on 12/20/22).

• Evaluation of post-harvest treatments of onion bulbs. 5.29 min. Tim Waters. Posted Dec. 18, 2020 –
256 views (up from 195 views 12/20/22)

• Onion scale test. 0:22 min. Claudia Nischwitz. Posted January 2021 – 135 views (up from 65 views on 
12/20/22).

• Stop the Rot bacterial inoculation workshop. 55:32 min. Lindsey du Toit and Michael Derie . Posted 
July 2022 – 135 views (up from 60 views on 12/20/22).

• Stop the Rot Experimental design workshop. 58:25. Lindsey du Toit. Posted July 2022 – 109 views (up 
from 60 views on 12/20/22).



Google search “how to diagnose onion bulb rot:

Stop the Rot

Stop the Rot



• 3,780 visits (up from 3369) by 3,421 users (up from 2489) who 
viewed 24,828 pages of content (up from 6166) from U.S. (24%), 
Netherlands (4%), Japan (4%), India (4%) and Brazil (4%). 

• In the US, visitors are mostly from:
• WA (13%)
• CA (8%)
• TX (8%)
• NY (6%)
• GA (6%)
• VA (4%)
• NJ (4%) 
• WY (3%)
• Note: VA & WY were top visitors in 2022 too.

Alliumnet Analytics (Dec 1, 2022 – Jan 31, 2024)



• Of 4,146 U.S. page views (4330 last report):
• Stop the Rot section: 1044 (up from 884) – 25%
• NARC/NOA Meeting: 626 – 15%
• Home Alliumnet: 543 – 13%
• Stop the Rot Publications & Resources: 501 (up from 183) – 12% (up 

from 1.2%
• Frequently Asked Questions: 264 – 6% (new section)

• What does onion rot look like?/What causes onion rot? (these 2 
questions were mixed up for awhile) - 44

• Do bactericides work? – 40
• Does neck length affect bacterial bulb rot? – 30

• About Alliumnet: 251 – 6%
• Resources Alliumnet & W4008 Alliumnet: each 125 – 3%
• Events Alliumnet: 84 – 2%
• NOBSC: 84 – 2% 

Alliumnet Analytics (Dec 1, 2022 – Jan 31, 2024)



New Resources: Frequently Asked Questions

From Alliumnet Stop the Rot home page:



New Resources: Frequently Asked Questions



New Resources: 
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New Resources: 
Frequently Asked Questions



Alliumnet Homepage



Alliumnet Homepage

Look a little 
or dig deep!

• Executive Summary
• Topic reports
• Publications



Alliumnet Stop the Rot Frequently Asked 
Questions

The Stop the Rot project addresses bacterial diseases of onion. Include caveat that 
answers reflect research results generated from the Stop the Rot project 2019 to 2024.

• What does onion bacterial bulb rot look like?
• Bulb rot
• Foliar symptoms of bacterial disease of onion

• What causes onion rot?
• Short answer
• Click on interactive map/database

• How do onions get infected with bacterial disease?
• Can onion bacterial diseases be seedborne?



Alliumnet Stop the Rot Frequently Asked 
Questions
Strategies to control onion bacterial bulb rot:

• Do bactericides work to reduce onion bacterial bulb rot?
• Is copper an effective management strategy to control onion 

bacterial diseases?
• Does nitrogen rate affect onion bacterial bulb rot?
• Does timing of nitrogen application affect onion bacterial bulb 

rot?
• Does irrigation affect onion bacterial bulb rot?
• Do onion varieties differ in their susceptibility to onion bulb rot?
• Is there a laboratory bioassay that can be used to screen onion 

varieties for their sensitivity to onion bacterial diseases?



Alliumnet Stop the Rot Frequently Asked 
Questions
Strategies to control onion bacterial bulb rot:

• Does the topped neck length affect onion bulb rot?
• Does the undercutting/pulling early affect onion bacterial bulb 

rot?
• Is there a difference between undercutting/pulling/lifting onions 

with a chain digger and straight-bar undercutter?
• How does topping onions affect bacterial bulb rot?
• Does rolling onions affect onion bacterial bulb rot?
• How does curing affect onion bacterial bulb rot?
• Do disinfectants applied in storage work?
• Does crop rotation affect onion bacterial bulb rot?



Planned Extension Publications

• Onion World article(s) 
• Local Extension newsletter articles.
• State-centric Bulletins, Fact Sheets, etc.
• Bulb rot video to be converted into a poster for onion stores
• Foliar symptom diagnostic video converted into a 5” x 7” pocket 

guide for the field



Lindsey du Toit 
and the 

Stop the Rotters

Winning the rot race!

No rotten onions allowed!


